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aspects of his life. And yet there are not wanting glimpses into his inner 
history with its almost tragic unrest, which drove him to seek refuge in re- 
ligious mysticism. 

At the close, the author gives a brief statement of his own philosophical 
position, which may be described as a modified agnosticism. The problem 
of metaphysics is unsolved, if not insoluble. This fact, however, does not 
destroy the value of philosophical speculation, which is a necessary form 
of the higher conscious life of the race. 

The book, which shows painstaking scholarship, should prove of histor- 
ical value. Its chief defect seems to me to be in the use and arrangement 
of material. If all that is here offered could have been fused by some cen- 
tral principle into a progressive and unitary discussion, the interest of the 
work would have been much enhanced. W. G. Everett. 

Brown University. 

Die Erkenntnisstheorie von Tetens : Eine historisch-kritische Studie. Von 

Gustav Storring. Leipzig, Verlag von Wilhelm Engelmann, 1901. 

— pp. viii, 160. 

The writer believes that Tetens has not received justice at the hands of 
those who have gone into his theory of knowledge. Much philological 
work is required, in his opinion, to discover the meaning of this thinker. 
It is worth while to undertake this task, first, on account of the interesting 
historical relations which Tetens' s theory of knowledge bears to Hume, 
Leibniz, and Kant ; secondly, because it has systematic interest. His psy- 
chological genesis of the notions whose validity is discussed in epistemology, 
is valuable even now, while his epistemological theories are, to say the least, 
still stimulating. 

Dr. Storring gives an interesting exposition and criticism of Tetens' s 
epistemology. In connection with this, he presents his own views on the 
psychical genesis of epistemological notions, the epistemological significance 
of the laws of thought, and a defense of the application of the psycho- 
genetic method in the theory of knowledge. Tetens accepts the genetic 
method ; Kant rejects it. The method is a proper method, only we must 
remember that the psychological derivation of an epistemological concept 
does not necessarily validate that concept. If it is a necessity of thought, 
then the psychological genesis is an excellent heuristical principle for episte- 
mology ; if it is not, it has no epistemological value. Tetens fails to distin- 
guish between psychological necessity and logical necessity, hence he often 
recognizes notions as valid whose psychical genesis he can trace. 

Tetens and Kant agree in distinguishing sensibility and understanding ; 
sensibility and understanding cooperate in the production of all knowledge. 
They also agree that the a priori functions do not give us knowledge of 
things-in-themselves. They differ in this : For Kant our knowledge has 
objective validity, while, according to Tetens, we never get beyond subjective 
validity. Both Tetens and Kant have been influenced by Hume and 
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Leibniz. Kant's inaugural dissertation of 1770 has influenced Tetens's 
work of 1777, while this latter work in turn influenced Kant. But Kant 
was influenced by Tetens only in his psychological views, perhaps by the 
psycho-genetic method in a negative manner. Tetens, in turn, was not 
seriously influenced by the Dissertation. He must have developed his 
standpoint before he read this work, otherwise he could not have misunder- 
stood it as he did and simply read his own views into it. 

Frank Thilly. 
University of Missouri. 

Logique de la volonti. Par Paul Lapie. Paris, Felix Alcan, Editeur. 

1902. — pp. 400. 

Lapie defines a voluntary act as a phenomenon of which the ego believes 
itself to be the cause. The ego believes itself to be the cause of a phe- 
nomenon, when it has predetermined it by judgments. Hence, the will is 
the totality of the phenomena which seem to be determined by judgments. 
Between volition and its logical antecedents there is a rigorous parallelism ; 
all the characteristics of volition correspond with the characteristics of 
the antecedent judgments. 

There are not in the mind two forces, of which the one is irreducible to 
the other. The theory of the will is a part of the theory of the under- 
standing ; in logic the will finds the laws which it obeys and the precepts 
which it ought to obey. 

Two questions present themselves. (1) What do the words mean : this 
act is good, this act is possible ? How do we conceive our ends and our 
means ? (2) Do the voluntary acts show characteristics which are irre- 
ducible to those of their intellectual antecedents ? The judgment : This 
act is good, signifies : This act is just. Justice is the establishment of an 
exact proportion between the actions (a) and the sanctions (s). It is 
realized, when in the formula x = a\s the unknown quantity designates a 
constant quantity. But all men do not write the formula correctly. The 
judgment : This act is good, that is just, presupposes judgments in turn, 
two judgments of value, evaluation of the acts and evaluation of the sanc- 
tions. Men evaluate differently actions and sanctions, hence the difference 
in their willing and the errors made by them. 

The voluntary act depends upon a group of judgments, the judgments of 
means, the means of attaining the end. We know these means by analyt- 
ical reasoning, ascending from the end to its causes. That is, the judg- 
ment, ' I will, ' springs from the union of two judgments : This act is 
good, this act is possible. In turn, the judgment : This act is good, /'. <?., 
just, springs from the union of two judgments : This act has such a value, 
this act promises such a quantity of happiness. And each of these propo- 
sitions is the conclusion from a lot of causal inductions. Every time we 
can attach an effect to the activity of an individual and to that alone, we 
modify our opinion of the value of the agent ; every time we note a causal 



